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owed their origin to the accidental sugges-
tion of a moment of literary sportiveness,
at a time when pedantry, affectation, and
bombast pervaded most of the pieces pub-
lished in the gazettes, which were then the
principal vehicles of literary information.
Willing to lend their aid to check the prog-
ress of false taste in American literature,
the authors conceived that ridicule would
prove a powerful corrective, and that the
mode employed in the ' Echo' was the
best suited to this purpose. . . . But the
ridicule of a vitiated mode of writing was
not long the sole object of the 'Echo.*
The important political changes which soon
after occurred, not only in Europe, but in
America, produced a corresponding change
in the republic of letters; and som.e of the
principal gazettes of this country exhibited
a disgusting display, not only of a perver-
sion of taste in composition, but a still
greater perversion of principle, in that hid-
eous morality of revolutionary madness,
which, priding itself in an emancipation
from moral obligation, leveled the bounda-
ries of virtue and vice, while it contemptu-
ously derided the most amiable and sacred